Anti-Cable Digital Interconnects
By Anthony Nicosia

Specifications:

Single shielded version

1.5-meter length $150

Triple shielded version

1.5-meter length $150

Website: http://www.anticables.com/home.html
Phone: Monday-Saturday 9AM-9PM, 651-735-0534
Order and Delivery:

Judy Speltz

2325 Wallingford Lane

Woodbury MN 55125 ; i : RS
anticables@hotmail.com : megy”’
Technical Contact: R VY

Paul Speltz
2325 Wallingford Lane
Woodbury MN 55125

paulspeltz@hotmail.com
Phone: Evenings and weekends, 651-735-0534

For regular readers of Affordable Audio you will remember my review of Anti-Cable speaker wire, jumpers and inter-

connects back in the July 2008 issue. | was quite taken by all three and they are now happily a part of my main review
system. | thought they were fully broken-in after over 120 hours of use but found that they continued to improve. | can-
not imagine them getting much better then they are now as the sound coming from them is truly first class. As Paul
Speltz of Anti-Cables mentioned in his manufacturers response to the original review “it is not so much that they are
great cables for the money. My customers tell me they are great cables despite the money.” For only $345 you are
able to purchase a 10’ pair of stereo speaker cables with spade terminations, two sets of interconnects and a pair of
jumpers with banana termination. If you missed the original review take the time now, go back to the July issue and
read up on it before you continue. In it you will find a lot more details about Anti-Cable, the company and their other
products, then | will go into today. This review is a continuation of more high quality products from the same company,
which | must say, is again value priced.

One of the last things | had mentioned in the original review was that Anti-Cable had a Digital Interconnect, which at
the time was not yet in my possession. If | had them for the original review | would have of course discussed them in
that July issue. Paul mentioned to me that he was making Digital interconnects for his customers yet he was not ad-
vertise them on his website. If you wanted them you needed to ask. Well luckily for me he offered to send me both of
the digital cables that he is quietly offering to the public. Each is a 1.5-meter length cable, one single and the other tri-
ple shielded. The price of either is only $150. The single shielded cable is like Paul's regular interconnects in that they
can be bent to go over or around things and they will stay
put. The triple shielded version is more traditional looking in
that they drape like a conventional cable. Even though they
hang similar their looks though are different then most as
you can see from the pictures. There are indeed sonic dif-
ferences between them but | can tell you that both are of
great value. | would say that no matter which you choose |
could not image you not being fully satisfied with your pur-
chase.

His original intention was to seek my opinion of the two and
not to generate a review. After living with them in my main
system for three weeks | asked Paul if he would allow me
to tell the public about them. | felt they both offered slightly
different sonics that were enjoyable to listen to and that
more people should be aware of them. These are two great
digital interconnects as you shall shortly see.

To start out with lets take a look at the triple shielded cable.
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Paul has been making this triple shielded digital Interconnect for about a year now. | must say that | was quite taken by
the appearance of this one as it hung from my hand like fine jewelry. It's weight; feel and looks certainly were a plus.
While of course physical beauty alone does not make it worth the price of admission, it certainly does help. Playing
song after song no matter which CD | used one thing was evidently clear to me. This Digital cable had a bass re-
sponse that was certainly a pleasure to listen to. It did not overemphasis anything just allowed the bass to play
through for the enjoyment of all. | felt the mid-range was just slightly laid back in comparison to the single shielded IC,
yet it still produced magic with vocals, either female or male. Santana’s Supernatural CD has lots of songs with bass
galore and this IC took full advantage of reproducing it all. Whenever | want to feel the floor move I put on the track
from the song “Maria Maria”, from the same CD. Here the triple shielded IC easily made me sit up and take notice.
Moving onto Eric Clapton’s Unplugged album the emphasis in the recording is not on the lower regions but more in the
mid-range. The added bass drive from the triple shielded cable actually helped on this CD, giving it that little extra feel
of power. Clearly this was a digital interconnect that got your foot a tapping.

As for Paul's other digital cable, the single shielded version, it is a newer concept at Anti-Cable. This Digital Intercon-
nect was physically lighter in weight, in comparison to the other, but had a beauty all its own. As | had mentioned in my
July Review (which | hope you have already read by now) Paul’s interconnects have a high-tech look to them that |
was immediately drawn to. This cable like the previously mentioned stereo interconnects is a single straight wire with
another that spirals around it. Of course it is shielded. The advantage to this being that it is able to bend yet still retain
its shape until you change your mind and
bend it back a different way. When | listened
to the same tracks on the single shielded IC | ‘ ‘ '
was treated to a different type of sound. Here ) H _ _ ﬂ_,ﬁr-ﬂv;:\ L)
the strengths, as | have mentioned, seemed » ‘ ~ :
to be in the mid-range section of the record-
ing rather than with the bass. It still produced
quality bass but not as deep as the triple -
shield IC. But what it did do with vocals was
allow you to explore deeper into the human
voice and to hear the singer with all their -
ever so slight fluctuations in tone and pitch.
The character of the voice was produced in
greater detail, which worked better for me on
certain songs.

| had not listened to Bobby McFerrin singing
“Don't Worry Be Happy" from his Simple
Pleasures CD in a long time. | decided to re-
visit this great performer using the two digital
cables. Each of these two cables revealed a
slightly different perspective of the same
song but for me the single shield IC won. |
liked the slightly better open highs; the mid-
range qualities and the clear yet firm bass response. It is true that the triple shield seemed to do a little more in bring-
ing a solid feel to the lower notes but, with this song at least, | felt the single version did a little better job overall.

The differences between the two interconnects was not overly apparent the first time | listened. | had to sit down to do
some quiet and careful evaluation before | was able to readily tell the differences from the single to the triple shielded
digital interconnect. Yes, both are that good but after a while | discovered that each cable had its own sonic strengths.
No matter which one | was listening to both was a joy to have in my system. | believe in synergy and felt that having,
interconnects, digital IC’s, speaker jumper cables and speaker cables all from the same manufacturer was a definite
plus for reproducing quality sound. | therefore recommend you consider buying all of them together as they are also so
well priced and easily affordable.

Soundstaging with both digital cables was of course excellent, as | have come to expect from Anti-Cable products. In
the original review | had mentioned that Anti-Cable products helped expand the soundstage of my system to a com-
fortable level for the enjoyment of all and was definitely one strong point of their products. The pricing being the same
with these two cables choosing between them was a difficult choice to make. One that | believe should be left up to
you based on your system and the type of music you enjoy playing. | constantly found myself going back and forth be-
tween the two, switching cables as | listened to different CD’s. Sometimes | really enjoyed that extra drive with the tri-
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ple shield and other times | just loved listening to vocals with the single shield iC. Both these Digital cables replaced a
cable costing over $230 and they were the winners hands down. Like with the other Anti-Cable products, from the July
review, these IC's made my system feel as if | was closer to the music. If | had closed my eyes | would have thought
that someane had removed the speaker grill from my Legacy Focus 20/20 speakers. These digital IC’s allowed the
music to open up in my room with everything sounding clearer and more in focus. At these prices maybe you should
buy both, either way you will be purchasing cables capable of producing quality music. Call or email Paul Speltz and
talk it over with him. He is easy to talk to and an extremely knowledgeable designer.

Making a product with the right knowledge, equipment and no limit to the final price in mind is a much easier task. But
to produce products that are first rate in terms of performance and still keep it priced where most people can readily
afford it, is the challenge. At $150 for a 1.5 meter length, where many manufacturers offer only 1 meter, is also a dis-
tinct plus for Anti-Cable. | like having that extra % meter, as space is always a factor in setting up a system.

To sum it up | guess it all comes down to this. Do you like your apple pie served nice and warm or do you like it with a
scoop of cool vanilla ice cream on top. Either way you are in for a treat, one that you should definitely order up, and
maybe go back for seconds.

The Listening Environment:

As for my room, | have so far keep it quite simple as far as any acoustic modifications are concerned. My wife has al-
lowed me to take over our living room being that the only guests we know are our relatives. Their visits usually center
around the family room, dinning area, backyard when we barbeque or home entertainment room for movies. She is
not so keen however on any acoustic looking invaders entering our house at this time. The listening room is 18’ 8" long
by 13’ wide. The room’s cathedral ceiling starts at 8 high then slopes upward to 13’ at its peak in the middle. Fiooring
is a soft hardwood covering with an oriental rug placed dead center in between (but not under) the listener and the
audio system. There are no doors that open or shut into other rooms also there are two large openings one facing the
speakers and the other to its side and slightly in front of the right speaker. As for my audio equipment it is tucked nicely
inside of a Cherry Synergy Twin S30 Salamander audio rack.

Review equipment:

Monarchy Audio SM-70 Pro Amps (2 run in mono single-ended configuration})
Manley Labs Shrimp tube line stage preamplifier

Sony DVP-S7700 CD/DVD Player (used as transport only)
Monarchy Audio Dual 20-Bit D/A Converter

Legacy Focus 20/20 speakers

RTP-2ultimate Power supply box

RTP-4ultimate Power supply box

PS Audio Power Port Receptacle

Biue Circle BC36 MKIil power line pillows (2)

Anti-Cable speaker wire 10" pair

Anti-Jumpers for Legacy speakers

Anti-interconnects (2 pairs)

Anti-Digital Interconnect single-shielded 1.5 meters in length
Anti-Digital Interconnect triple-shielded 1.5 meters in length
Monarchy Audio AC-1 power cord one &' length (2)

Tek Line PC-8 Signature Power Cords (2) 6 lengths
Mr-Cable Musician power cord 9' jength

PS Audio Lab Cable il power cord 3’ length

Black Diamond Racing Cones (#3 & #4)

Audio Prism IsoBearing (Isolation Globes



